Upwey House
Welcome to Upwey House. We do hope
you enjoy your stay. In this booklet you
will find information on how things work,
things to do within the house and around
the grounds, local tourist attractions and
our
favourite
beaches
and
pubs/restaurants.
We love Upwey House and are delighted to be able to open it up to you, our guests, so that
you can share in its rich history. As you will be able to read in our separate book about that
history, Upwey House was originally conceived by the Gould family as a country retreat
where they could relax and entertain their friends and family surrounded by the stunning
Dorset countryside. We invite you to continue that tradition.
For your convenience we’ve divided this booklet into three sections.

I PRACTICAL LIVING
House facilities
Provisions and Supplies
Health and Medical

II ENTERTAINMENT
Indoors
Outdoors

III OUT & ABOUT
Beaches
Pubs & Restaurants
Other Attractions

I PRACTICAL LIVING

Upwey House may have been first built in 1570, renovated and extended in 1850, but we
believe that it is worthy of all the comforts of modern living.
So starting in 2010 we undertook an extensive programme of refurbishment and
modernisation, preserving the original character of the house whilst bringing the kitchen,
bathrooms, decorations, plumbing and heating, electrical circuitry, everything, up to the
standards you deserve.
We have tried to think of everything, but if anything occurs to you during your stay that
requires our help you can call our House Manager Sarah-Jane Newey on 07809 454920. We
ask that you try to call her only between 10am and 4pm, but in absolute emergencies she
may be reached outside these hours. Sarah-Jane lives locally so she knows the area too.

Heating/hot water
As a large old country house, Upwey House was not originally designed to be heated
particularly efficiently or ecologically. However, we have installed a state-of-the art heating
system using a combination of solar panels (hidden away on the roof) and two highly
efficient gas boilers that share the load for the two wings of the house. Upon you arrival we
will have set the system so that you should have plentiful hot water during your stay and
sufficient heating during the colder months.
Those radiators may look classic but they are modern and can be turned down individually
should the heating become too much, whilst there is a thermostat on the first floor landing
that controls the temperature in the whole house. We would ask that you do not adjust the
main control panels in the boot room on the ground floor but if the water and heating levels
are not as you require please contact Sarah-Jane and she will be able to talk you through the
necessary adjustments.
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Finally no country house would be worthy of the name without natural wood fires. The
wood burners (in the Snug and in the Snooker Room) are incredibly efficient, there are
instructions for how to use them next to them. We’ve also laid an open log fire for you in the
Drawing Room. Logs are plentiful and can be found in the Wood Store (just through the Boot
Room) when you need topping up. All of the wood comes from trees from the house’s land
and is fully sustainable.
IMPORTANT NOTE Please don’t succumb to the temptation to light fires in any of the other
original fireplaces. The cowlings are blocked and you will very quickly smoke yourselves out!

Cooking facilities
Most likely you have come to Upwey to celebrate a large house party with your friends and
family. We’ve given you all the tools you need to cook up a feast, indoors or outdoors. So get
the kids peeling those vegetables, fill up the wine fridge with champagne, fire up the range
oven or the barbecue, and get cooking!
You may not be familiar with the Lacanche gas oven but trust us, it is the very best you can
get.
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Known as the “Aga of France”, a Lacanche
Range is usually what professional chefs
choose to install in their own homes. In
their review the Daily Telegraph called it “a
malleable beast, a proper chef’s oven but
with domestic charms”.

We think it’s easy to get the basics right but if you are a group of true gourmands planning
something really special, check out http://www.lacanche.com/professionals-tips.php for
some ideas.
There are three ovens within the Range, two electric options and the main large gas oven. In
order to light the gas oven you need to push and turn the relevant knob to release the gas
whilst holding down the ignition button. Wait 5 seconds before releasing the knob. You
might need to try once or twice! You will hear the gas fire up and the oven will become
warm very quickly. You can control the heat of the ovens by turning the knob to the relevant
temperature.
One important note is that Lacanche gas ovens can cook in a controlled way to very high
temperatures if needed (which makes it excellent for cooking things like roasts and pizzas),
so the scale from 1 to 10 is NOT calibrated in the same was as conventional gas ovens. In
other words, turning the knob to 6 does not get you the same temperature as “gas mark
6”. Preheat the oven for 10 minutes before you cook, and work on the basis that the
temperature will be 150°C at setting 1, 300°C at setting 10, and increasing in regular
intervals between. The electric oven is often the better choice when not doing large roasts
or when you need more precise temperatures.
The hobs on the range are ignited in a similar way by depressing the corresponding knob and
pressing the ignition button.
There is a halogen hob on the breakfast bar should you prefer not to use gas and an indoor
grill/BBQ to the right of the range which needs to be lit in the same way as the gas ovens
and hobs.
There is a 4-burner Cadac outdoor BBQ on the terrace for your use. We will ensure that you
have sufficient gas on arrival but please contact Sarah-Jayne if you require more gas or you
are having problems with the BBQ. Please ensure that the valve to allow gas into the BBQ is
turned off after use.
We do ask that you clean the BBQ to the best of your ability after your stay using the BBQ
brushes which can be found in the drawers in the kitchen.
A microwave can be found in the cupboard to the right of the kitchen fridge.
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Kitchen/Dining area
The kitchen has been appointed to a high standard to provide everything you should need
during your stay. It is a big room and it may take you a while to orientate yourselves with
where everything is. There is a wide range of crockery, glassware, cutlery, cooking
equipment and plastic bowls and cups for the children. If there is a specific piece of
equipment you feel is missing please don’t hesitate to contact Sarah –Jayne.
For larger parties (14+) the antique dining table can be extended using an additional central
table section. A trestle table is available in the Boot Room should the table need extending
even further and there are additional folding chairs in the basement and/or butlers pantry.

Shopping and Provisions
There is a large 24 hour Tesco Superstore supermarket in Dorchester, on Weymouth
Avenue, Dorchester plus a Cooperative in the Littlemoor Shopping precinct about a 5 minute
drive from the house.
Supermarkets in Weymouth include:
Morrisons
Dorchester Road
Weymouth DT3 5AX
Sainsburys
Mercery Road
Weymouth
DT3 5AX
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ASDA
Newstead Road
Weymouth
DT4 8JQ
Tesco, Waitrose and Sainsbury’s all deliver online groceries to the house. The address for
deliveries is Upwey House, 75 Church Street, Weymouth DT3 5QE. Ocado do not yet operate
to our address.
There are also a number of small independent food and artisan shops in Dorchester and a
very handy Marks and Spencer’s Simply Food at the BP garage, 316-318 Dorchester Road,
Weymouth DT3 5AS about a five minute drive away from the house. You can also pick up
basic provisions and newspapers at Broadwey Village Stores, 608 Dorchester Road, DT3 5LH
a healthy walk and easy drive from the house.

Health & Medical
Should you need a doctor or a dentist during your stay please note there is a walk-in centre
at Weymouth for minor-injuries and non-threatening illnesses at:
Weymouth Community Hospital
Melcombe Avenue
Dorset, DT3 7TB
Open 8am – 8pm, 7 days a week Tel: 01305 980000
There is an accident and emergency department at:Dorset County Hospital
Williams Avenue
Dorchester
DT1 2JY
Open 24 hours a day, Tel: 01305 251150
For dental problems try A. Kelsey-Smith on 01305 264827

Fridges/Freezer
There is a large integrated fridge in the kitchen. The door can be a bit sticky, particularly
when the fridge is overloaded. Just give it a shove and it will close. There is a smaller wine
fridge in the Butler’s Pantry, which is the little room at the end of the entrance hall. This
fridge is very handy for drinks and the Pantry provides good additional storage for the
supplies you have bought for your stay.
A third large fridge and freezer can be located in the Larder, which is past the play room and
boot room, round the corner into the older part of the house and first on your left. We will
ensure that there is a bag of ice for you in the freezer upon arrival.
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Dishwasher
The fully integrated dishwasher is located in the kitchen opposite the sink. There are dishwasher tablets in a container next to the sink. The dishwasher is simple to use. When it is
ready to run, ensure the appliance is turned on (far button on left) and press fourth button
along on the right. Close the door firmly and bingo, it should work!

Washing machine
A long stay in a country house often means lots of washing so feel free to use our facilities.
We’ve laid on an industrial-sized, top-loading washer and a dryer for you, in the Utility Room
again in the older part of the house, on the left just before the Snooker Room. They are very
easy to use, for the washing just put the dirty washing inside and pour washing liquid and/or
fabric conditioner directly into the drum. Select the size of the wash and the temperature
using the knobs on the top of the machine. Once you are ready to start, turn the far right
knob to the setting you desire and pull out.
The tumble dryer is located next to the washing machine and is a condenser style appliance.
If the tank which is located in the base of the machine becomes full the machine will bleep
and you will need to empty the tank into the sink before replacing.
Alternatively, if you want to save the planet and experience the Victorian life, there are oldfashioned hoisted drying racks in the Utility Room and also in the Boot Room.

Internet and Wifi
bored-looking teenager staring at their phone and
asking what the Wifi code is. “There is no wifi here?
For a whole weekend in Dorset? Are you kidding
me?”
Don’t worry. This last part is not going to happen to
you at Upwey House. We’ll admit that Dorset is not
blessed with a super-fast fibre optic network. When
it is, we will get it. Until then, we have good signal
boosters to make sure you have a strong signal and
good bandwidth throughout the house. The WIFI
code (Sky provider) can be located on the box
We know how it works. You arrive behind the chair in the main hallway. Select Upwey
excitedly at your country house House and key in the code.
retreat. The sun is shining. The adults
skip around the house looking at all
the great rooms. You turn to the

Keys/Alarm
You can access the house in three ways – through the large main front door (using the large
iron key), through the courtyard oak door or through the garden door onto the terrace.
Upon arrival Sarah-Jayne will give you keys.
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Upwey House is alarmed but we turn this off when we have guests constantly accessing the
house. However, please ensure that that all windows and doors are locked when you leave
the house.

Rubbish and recycling
Recycling is important but we understand how it
can be a pain, particularly in a house where you
aren’t familiar with the system. So we’ve taken the
pain out of it by taking care of it for you.
We collect mixed rubbish weekly for disposal and
recycling. We ask that you put used bottles and
plastics if you can in the green crates by the side of
the garage. Anything else can be put into tightly
secured black plastic bin liners.
As you come and go from the house we would very
much appreciate it if you could deposit your
rubbish in the large green container on the left, at
the bottom of the drive, as you exit the main
entrance.

II ENTERTAINMENT

You may have come to Upwey House to enjoy everything Dorset has to offer. You may have
come to soak up time in a soothing environment with your friends and family, relaxing in
front of the fire or on the terrace. You may be interested in exploring the grounds of the
house itself and mentally stretching out in the space we have available. We have plenty of
suggestions, both indoors and outdoors, how you might spend your time in between those
delicious meals around the table. Whatever it is you prefer to do, there are plenty of
facilities that are available to entertain you and, in particular, your children whilst you are
here.

TV, Music and Books
The Snug is room we created as a cosy alternative to the beautiful Drawing Room. There is
an HD flat screen TV here with access to all terrestrial and Freeview channels. You will also
find a DVD player for movie-watching nights. Feel free to use any of the DVDs – there’s quite
a selection .
Upwey House is a Celebration House and you will find a Denon Bluetooth Speaker to
connect to your device (iphone, ipad, ipod etc) in the Drawing Room. In addition, there is an
iphone docking system speaker in the Snooker Room.

Reading
In the Snug you will find a wide variety of
fiction, non-fiction, reference books,
travel books and children books to curl up
with on a sofa. Feel free to make use of
them but we do ask that you return them
before you leave.
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Table Tennis
There is a full-sized outdoor table tennis table around on the West Terrace, towards the
back of the house. Nets, balls and bats can be found in the playroom.

Air Hockey
There is an air hockey table in the playroom. This needs to be turned on at the wall to
ensure the “air” is released. Please ensure children are relatively “gentle” when playing this!

Toys

The playroom is stocked with toys including dolls houses, lego, puzzles, painting and drawing
equipment, games, a puppet theatre and fancy dress. For more active types we have
provided cricket equipment, rounders bat and ball, football, goals and a badminton set.
Please make use of them, they are there for you and to be enjoyed, but we do ask that kids
take care with fancy dress outfits around any candles or open fires.
There is also a plastic water slide that attaches to the hose/tap outside the kitchen – this has
provided hours of fun in the sun on the terrace lawn for our smaller guests. And
occasionally, after a few glasses of Pimm’s, some of the larger ones too.

Board games
You will find some more adult-focused games in the armoire in the Drawing Room including
Scrabble, Perudo and Trivial Pursuit.
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Snooker
Feel free to light up the wood-burner and
enjoy a snooker match on the 9 x 4.5ft
table. Grab a drink from the Globe Bar at
the same time. We do ask that children
are supervised when playing snooker as
they can be a little haphazard with the
cues! If the baize is damaged during your
stay we will ask for you to cover the costs
of repair/replacement.
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Outdoors

Upwey House provides lots to do inside but ultimately this is a rural setting. We are blessed
with 23 acres of grounds around the house, providing children and adults with vast amounts
to see and enjoy. If the weather gods smile on you, we encourage you to take advantage of
the space around you.
Visit the walled garden, if you’re lucky with the seasons the Orchard inside may provide you
with apples, pears, plums and quince.
The source of the River Wey begins in
Upwey. We think that this is a particularly
magical part of the grounds, where the
sunlight breaks through the foliage and
the very cold, fresh water runs along a
young stream. Walk down through the
woods from the top of the driveway and
paddle in the stream here, cross the
bridge and make dens. The stream is
shallow and shouldn’t overlap even the
smallest of Welly Boots but please do
keep an eye on younger children
particularly after heavy rainfall
Please remember that many of the trees in the grounds are very old. Please understand that
you explore them at your own risk. Whilst we employ a regular Tree Surgeon and
Groundsman to keep an eye on things we cannot accept responsibility for any trees made
weak by recent weather conditions or for any emboldened tree climbers!.
The large rectagonal piece of land on your left as you come up the drive way was originally
designed as a grass tennis court. Many guests use this area as a 5-a-side football pitch or a
cricket wicket.
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Boules/Croquet

These can both be found in the playroom.
Enjoy a civilised game of croquet on the
terrace lawn! Or the front drive provides an
ideal boules piste.

Terrace
The South facing terrace offers wonderful
views to Weymouth Harbour and
Portland. There is a large table on the
terrace plus a less formal relaxing area.
The tables are glass-topped so we ask that
children do not climb on them. If it rains
we would be grateful if you could bring
the terrace cushions inside.
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Beaches
Upwey is located in the middle of a stretch of coast called the Jurassic Coast. This part of the
South coast runs from Exmouth in East Devon to Swanage on the Isle of Purbeck. Along the
Dorset stretch of this coast, the beaches are mainly pebble or shingle. The further West you go,
the sandier they become. If you want a really sandy beach, you are going to have to drive to
Lyme Regis (which takes twenty minutes to half an hour) or to Charmouth which is sandy in part
when the tide goes out. Other than that, the beaches are shingle apart from at low tide when
sandy stretches may appear. However, you don’t have to travel far to have a really great beach
experience. When the sun is shining on the Jurassic Coast, there aren’t many better places.
We have explored many of the beaches in this area but certainly not all. For more information
you could contact the West Dorset tourist information office. Our local favourites at the time of
printing are Ringstead Bay (which is just beautiful on a warm sunny day with beautifully clean,
clear water for swimming) and Hive Beach, if only for the Hive Beach Café (see Restaurants
below). Having said that, Lulworth Cove will always hold a special place in our hearts, with the
spectacular Durdle Door nearby. The beaches in Studland are also beautiful.
The beaches are listed in geographical order, beginning with the furthest west (Lyme Regis) and
ending with the furthest to the east (Studland)

Lyme Regis

Lyme is an old-fashioned seaside town with narrow
winding streets and lots of little shops and cafes.
Particularly recommended is the Town Mill Bakery in
Mill Lane (one of the back streets behind the sea
front). The main beach is sandy and flat. Parking can
be tricky in high season and on weekends. You may
prefer the Park and Ride option.

Charmouth
Charmouth has a sheltered beach that is a mixture of shingle with an expanse of sand when the
tide is out. There are two cafes, a fossil shop, the Heritage Coast Centre and a clothes shop.
For kids, the sea can be dangerous and care must be taken, but there is sand for them to play
on.
For parking there are three charge car parks.
Charmouth is big on fossil-hunting. The Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre, just near the beach,
has a fossil and marine exploration information centre as well as running guided fossil-hunting
expeditions, rockpooling walks and other activities. The fossil-hunting trips are apparently really
good, according to previous guests. Information can be found at www.charmouth.org (or you
can call the centre on 01297 560772)
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Seatown
Seatown is a quiet, steep shingle beach set in a bay with just one pub (The Anchor) and no
shops. From the beach, you can climb Golden Cap which at 191 metres above sea level is the
highest point along the Jurassic Coast.
For kids, the beach is secluded but it shelves steeply so care must be taken. There are no
lifeguards; just two buoys. Parking: there is pay parking for 100 cars.
West Bay
West Bay is a busy little harbour with a wide shingle beach split by the harbour entrance. The
BBC series ‘Harbour Lights’ was filmed here and more recently of course “Broadchurch”. You can
climb East or West Cliff for stunning views or stroll around the harbour and see the fishing boats
and yachts.
Local facilities & shops: plenty of eating places, around the harbour and beach and there are
some useful little shops including beach shops and a good fishmonger’s.
There is a fish restaurant in the harbour called The Riverside (Tel 01308 422011) which is
reputed to be very good. We couldn’t get a table for lunch without a reservation so you will
need to book well in advance. According to Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall (who lives locally), it’s
“one of the finest fish restaurants in the South West”. Check out sample menus at
www.thefishrestaurant-westbay.co.uk.
Plenty of parking: two seafront, three harbourside and two long-stay pay-and-display.
Hive Beach (Burton Bradstock)

Trust members).
The highly recommended Hive Beach Café is right
on the beach. Great fresh fish and seafood sitting
at tables outside or inside. Unrivalled lobster and
crab caught that morning. Just by the café is a
little shop selling good ice-cream if you have
space for pudding. You can’t book a table but the
queue (if there is one) is worth the wait.

Hive Beach is a long, sandy/shingle beach
overlooked by cliffs and farmland. It is just
off the B3157 (Common Lane), just east of
Burton Bradstock. Take Beach Road
(following signs to Hive Beach Café) and the
car park is directly ahead (free for National

Swimming: the water is clean for swimming, but
beware of strong tides and currents and of being
cut off by tides. Dogs are allowed but on a lead.
There are stunning walks nearby also from
Abbotsbury up to the miniature Abbey.

Chesil Beach
Apparently one of Britain’s natural wonders – a unique shingle ridge stretching 17 miles from
West Bay to Portland Harbour. Access at various points along its route. Recently famed by Ian
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McEwan’s eponymous novel. He got in trouble for admitting to having taken away a handful of
stones from the beach (for which he could have faced a ₤2,500 fine – be warned).
Local facilities & shops: Chesil doesn’t really have a main centre. There are facilities at West
Weares, Portland; Ferrybridge; Moonfleet; Abbotsbury and Burton Bradstock.
Swimming: beware steeply shelving shingle, strong currents and treacherous seas. Parking: at
access points.
The inland strip of water, the Fleet, was used as a testing place for Barnes Wallis’s bouncing
bomb for the Dambusters’ Raid during World War II.
Pebbles are graded from east to west, biggest at the Portland end. Shipwreck survivors are said
to have been able to tell where they were from the size of the pebbles.
Weymouth

Weymouth is an old-fashioned seaside town. Nice Georgian architecture along the sea front but
like a lot of seaside towns, it’s a bit grotty in parts with burger bars and amusement arcades
though our kids love this. Useful for shopping though (with all the usual high street stores) and a
multi-screen cinema.
The shingle beach is surprisingly clean and has the possible advantage of more seaside
entertainments (beach sculptor, Punch and Judy, a helter-skelter, swing-boats, stalls and donkey
rides).
Parking normally not too much of a problem. You could get the bus or train in from Upwey.

Bowleaze Cove
A stretch of family-oriented beach two miles west of Weymouth off the A353. Pebbly but sand
exposed when the tide goes out. Popular for water sports with its own jet-ski designated area.
There is a café, shops selling souvenirs, buckets and spades, etc, and a family pub on Bowleaze
Coveway, the road running down to the bay. There is also an amusement arcade, funfair and gocarting at the Beachside Leisure Centre.
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Parking: you can park on the road and there is also pay car parking.
Ringstead Bay

Around 700 yards of shingle beach with uncovered sand once the tide goes out. There are also
rock pools at the western end and an offshore reef that is uncovered by the tide. The beach is
overlooked by farmland and cliffs.
Where is it? Around five miles east of Weymouth. It is reached by a narrow lane off the A353
near the village of Poxwell (following signs to Ringstead Bay). It’s a beautiful drive as you
come over the hill and descend down towards the bay.
Local facilities & shops: there is a shop (selling ice-creams and beach paraphernalia) and a
café in the car park 50m from the beach.
Swimming is safe with a nice, gentle slope down into the sea.
Parking: there is a privately-owned car park (₤4) just up from the beach plus free parking at
Southdown, the National Trust’s land at the top of the cliff, a long, steep walk from the
beach.
Other points of interest: Ringstead also has a nudist beach 20 minutes’ walk east of the main
beach if that tickles your fancy!
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Lulworth Cove and Durdle Door

Lulworth Cove is an almost perfectly circular bay with pebble shores flanked by high cliffs,
five miles south of Wool off the B3070/3071. To get to it you drive to West Lulworth and
then follow signs down to the Cove. There is a pay and display car park when you get there
with ample parking. From the car park you can either walk up the cliff path (to Durdle Door)
if you want some exercise and stunning views or you can walk down to the Cove, passing a
couple of places to eat down by the cove (fairly decent pub-type grub and seafood) and a
few souvenir shops and cafés. Alternatively you could have lunch at the pub in West
Lulworth (the Castle Inn does decent pub food and has a nice garden at the back).
Swimming in the Cove is safe and there are rock pools to explore when the tide goes out.
The water is beautifully clean and clear. There are normally a few boats bobbing around in
the cove.
The truly spectacular Durdle Door is just next door. It’s a stunning natural monument and
always worth the walk to see it. The elderly may struggle however with the cliff steps down
to the beach. Brave Dads can impress the kids by swimming out to the Door itself, climbing
the rocks and jumping off.
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Kimmeridge Bay
World-renowned geological site. The term Kimmeridgian is used around the world to
describe rocks the same ages as those at Kimmeridge (around 150 million years old). The bay
is a designated Marine Nature Reserve. To get to it, take and B3075 through Wareham and
follow road signs to Kimmeridge.
Best features: although there are no sandy beaches, the sheltered bay is good for swimming,
diving and windsurfing. Large ledges act as natural jetties for wandering along to explore
marine wildlife. It is one of the best places in the country to go rock pooling. Dorset Wildlife
Trust runs a marine centre which is open every day in summer – 01929 481044.
Local facilities and shops: village shop approximately 20 minutes walk away. An ice cream
van visits throughout the summer.
For kids, the marine centre has displays showing the kind of wildlife to be found in the bay
and organises children’s events.
Parking: space for approximately 1,000 cars. The land is part of a privately owned estate and
it costs £3 to access the bay via a toll road.

Swanage
A good thirty minute drive (at least) from Upwey is the seaside town of Swanage with a large
sandy beach and traditional seaside attractions. The beach at Swanage has a gently shelving
sandy shore and clear water and it has won a European Blue Flag award on many occasions.
Studland Bay
Just around the headland from Swanage is Studland Bay which stretches for 3 miles and
comprises Shell Bay, Knoll Beach, Middle Beach and South Beach.

They are all popular sandy beaches owned by the National Trust (which also runs the
Nature Reserve at Studland). A marked section of Knoll Beach is reserved for nudists. For a
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fun trip there, and if you are prepared to wait for it, get the car ferry across from
Sandbanks. Don’t forget to wave to the Beckhams! Sandbanks is the location of the most
expensive real estate in the UK, and our nation’s second most important family (used to)
own a home there.
Facilities: there is a shop and café at Knoll Beach where the food is pretty good. Middle
Beach, Shell Bay and South Beach all have a café.
The beaches are all nice, fine sand – great for sand castles. Sand dunes can be explored via
a signposted National Trust trail and there is a woodland nature trail.
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PUBS, CAFES AND RESTAURANTS
There are a wealth of good eateries in West Dorset especially in Dorchester, Weymouth and
further afield in Bridport and West Bay. Some require reservations in busy periods so we do
suggest telephoning in advance.
These are just some of our favourites
Yalbury Cottage, Dorchester (01305 262382) - Fine English dining with beautiful garden
Trinity Bistro, Dorchester (01305 757428) - Bistro style food with an emphasis on excellent
local fish and seafood
Brewers Arms Pub, Dorchester – Excellent pub food in homely surroundings
The Lobster Pot, Portland (01305820242) – Seafood and wonderful cream teas with
stunning views
Crab House Café, Chesil Beach (01305788867) – Exactly how it sounds with beautiful views
over lagoon. The seafood is truly spectacular, a real fsea-oodie’s heaven
Hive Beach Café, Burton Bradstock – National Trust Beach and café with amazing fresh
seafood in non-fussy environment. Our personal favourite.
Old Harbour Fish and Chips, Weymouth (01305 833216) – Progressive style seafood café on
the beach. Kids can go crabbing
Old Ship Inn, Upwey (01305812522) – Warm ambience and decent food and a short walk
from Upwey House
The Smugglers Inn, Osmington Mills –Standard pub fare with loads of outside space and play
area for kids. True pirate ambience. Great walks along coast before or after

TAKE AWAYS AND HOME DELIVERIES
Bennetts on the Waterfront (Fish and Chips) 01305 781 237
Dominos Pizza 01305 777757
Nice and Spicy (Indian) 01305 839991
Golden Bridge (Chinese) 01305 775577
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OTHER ATTRACTIONS

Golf
The nearby golf course of Came Down (www.camedowngolfclub.co.uk) is a surprisingly
excellent links-style course which has been featured in the 100 Greatest Golf Courses of the
United Kingdom. Like any real links course, it is wind-swept and challenging. But visitors are
always welcome often without having to reserve tee times. Historical point of interest is that
the world-famous Ryder Cup was first conceived at Came Down.
Cycling
Explore what Dorset has to offer on a bike. You can hire pedal bikes from Jurassic Trails Cycle
Hire on 01305 836428. If you fancy something a little less challenging but with equally
invigorating views, we highly recommend the electric bike tours operated all over the area
by www.jurassic-electric.co.uk, telephone number 07796 135256
Horseriding
There is an equestrian centre for riders of all levels at Osmington Mills. Call Rosewall
Equestrian on 01305 833578
Water sports and sailing
There is wealth of opportunity to get out on the sea in Dorset, largely in Weymouth and
West Bay. Try a rib charter with views of the famous ‘Broadchurch” cliffs at West Bay with
Lyme Bay Rib Charter on 07971 258515. If you want to turn your hand to fishing or just
cruising along the Jurassic coast try www.deepsea.co.uk. Many sailing, jet ski and
windsurfing companies are based at the harbour Weymouth.
Wet weather activities
Deep Sea Adventure
Custom House Quay, Old Harbour. Weymouth, Tel 0871 222 5760.
Indoor play-centre and tourist attraction for children of all ages. Underwater exploration
exhibits (including The Titanic Experience) and marine exploits, past and present. Includes
Sharky’s Play & Party Warehouse (an ‘all-weather adventure playground’) which has a play
area for under 5’s (with ball pools, slides etc) and a separate play area for older kids plus a
Laser Shoot Out option for over 8’s. More information at www.deepsea-adventure.co.uk.

Brewers Quay
Hope Square, Weymouth, Tel 01305 777622
Old brewery redeveloped as a “shopping village packed with specialist shops and attractions’
including children’s activities in the ‘Children’s Zone’ which features Crafty Arty’s Castle
where kids can stay for an hour or so (unaccompanied if you want) for ₤3.50 and make just
about anything they want (as long as you pay for their materials).More information at
www.brewers-quay.co.uk.

III OUT & ABOUT

Teddy Bear Museum,
Salisbury Street, Dorchester Tel 01305 266040 www.teddbearhouse.co.uk
The museum includes Teddy bear house and displays antique and other teddy bears such as
Paddington, Rupert bear and Winnie the Pooh
Thomas Hardye Leisure Centre
Coburg Street, Dorchester, Tel 01305 266772
Recently refurbished and improved. 25m swimming pool and kids’ pool but these are used
by the local schools and access may be restricted during the day in term time.
Dorset County Museum in Dorchester. Tel 01305 262735.
World-famous collections in 14 fascinating display rooms with the award-winning Dorset
writers’ gallery. Includes Jurassic coast gallery which educates about Dorset’s real dinosaurs.
Tolpuddle Martyrs Museum,
Tolpuddle village. Tel 01929 848237.
Tells the story of the six agricultural workers transported to Australia in 1834 after forming a
trade union.
Palmers Brewery, Bridport Tel 01308 427500
Take a tour of one of the few traditional breweries left in Britain and sample the ales (MonFri, from April), booking necessary..
Nothe Fort
Weymouth Harbour, Tel 01305 766626
A restored historic coastal fort with 70 rooms, life-size dummy figures, replica guns,
equipment, models, photographs, special events and underground passgeways.

Tyneham Village , Isle of Purbeck
Evacuated to make way for military preparations for World War Two, this “ghost village” is
open weekends 10am-4pm and every day in high summer

Abbotsbury Subtropical Gardens, Childrens Farm and Swannery
Bullers Way, Abbotsbury DT3 4LA Tel 01305 871387
Alan Titchmarsh calls the subtropical gardens ‘one of the finest gardens I have ever visited”.
Includes Smugglers Barn soft play area for kids, animal petting farm and swannery.

III OUT & ABOUT
The Upwey Wishing Well and Tearooms, Upwey, Dorset
In walking distance of the house (down the drive and turn left onto Church Street), the
Wishing Well is a natural spring and source of the River Wey. Thought to have healing
properties, tradition states that visitors as far back as the early 20th Century would drink the
water and make a wish by throwing it behind them into the well. Worth a visit for some
quiet relaxation, decent lunches and teas at the onsite restaurant and also worth checking
out The Gallery at Upwey for some lovely local art pieces.
Hardy’s Cottage (Higher Bockhampton near Dorchester)
Small cob and thatch cottage where novelist and poet Thomas Hardy was born in 1840.
Open daily 11am-5pm (except Tues/Wed). 01305 262366.
Bovington Tank Museum
Visit a massive collection of almost 300 vehicles, covering the complete evolution of the
tank. Tanks in action displays and armoured vehicle rides. Open daily, 10am-5pm. 01929
405096.
Athelhampton House
Outstanding historic house, set in architectural gardens with history from Henry VII to
Victoria. Open daily (not Fri or Sat) 10am-5pm and 10.30am-5pm Mondays (Mar-Oct). 01305
848363.
Lulworth Castle
An early 17th century former hunting lodge in East Lulworth which was gutted by fire in
1929, but has been partially restored and is open to the public Sunday to Friday (not
Saturday) 0845 450 1054. Check their website at www.lulworth.com, they have plenty of
events and spectacles taking place throughout the year.

